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Year  ended  December  31st,  1893. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horwich  Local  Board. 

Gentlemen,— -I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District  during  the  vear  1893. 

Births  — 544  were  registered  (284  boys  and  260  girls),  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  of  38’8  per  1,000  per  annum,  against  a  rate  of  40'4  per  1,000 
per  annum  for  the  year  1892. 

Deaths. — 27^  deaths  were  registered  (151  males  and  125  females),  a 
death-rate  of  19  7  per  1,000  per  annum,  which  in  1892  was  16T  per 
1,000.  These  estimates  are  calculated  on  a  population  of  14,000. 

The  deaths  were  increased  by  58  and  the  births  decreased  by  2. 

The  natural  increase  to  the  population  was  268. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  69  deaths  occurred  ;  second  quarter, 
53  ;  third  quarter,  87 ;  fourth  quarter,  67.  In  1892  the  numbers  were  : — 
First  quarter,  73;  second  quarter,  56;  third  quarter,  43;  fourth  quarter, 
46. 

The  preponderence  of  deaths  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  compared 
with  that  in  1892,  was  no  doubt  attributable — 1st,  to  the  high  tempera¬ 
ture  which  was  favorable  to  the  development  of  gastric  and  iniestinal 
complaints,  more  especially  in  young  children  ;  2nd,  to  the  great  number  of 
deaths  among  children  born  prematurely  and  in  a  debilitated  condition. 
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The  age  mortality  was  as  follows  : — Under  one  year,  107  ;  one  year  and 
under  five  years,  56  ;  five  and  under  fifteen  years,  9  ;  fifteen  and  under 
twenty-five  years,  13;  twenty-five  and  under  sixty-five  years,  62;  sixty- 
five  and  upwards,  29. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age 
numbered  163,  an  increase  of  52  compared  with  last  year.  107  died  before 
they  leached  they  age  of  twelve  months. 

The  rate  of  deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  old  to  every  1,000 
births  was  196,  compared  with  115  in  1892.  This  is  a  serious  increase  in 
the  infantile  mortality,  and  is  referable  to  the  causes  mentioned  above  which 
prevailed  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  conjoined  with  the  fatalities 
during  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  first  part  of  the  year. 

Zymotic  Death  rate. — The  principal  zymotics  caused  46  deaths,  a  rate 
of  3*2  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  23  in  comparison  with  the  mortality  in  1892 
from  these  disorders.  Measles  and  diarrhcwa  were  most  prevalent  and  most 
fatal. 


s 

Respiratory  Diseases. — 53  deaths  were  attributed  to  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs,  a  rate  of  3*7  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  4  on  the  mor¬ 
tality  in  1892  from  these  causes.  The  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year 
shewed  the  greatest  number  of  fatalities. 

Consumption  of  Lungs  caused  15  deaths,  two  more  than  the  number 
recorded  in  the  previous  year. 

Seven  deaths  were  ascribed  to  accidental  causes,  exactly  the  same  number 
as  in  1892. 

With  this  report  I  submit  Tables  furnished  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  shewing  the  mortality  at  different  ages,  with  principal  causes ;  also 
the  new  cases  of  infectious  sickness  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  notifications  received 
during  the  year  amounted  to  106,  against  69  during  1892,  an  increase  of  37. 

The  diseases  are  classified  as  follows  : — Enteric  fever,  27  ;  diptheria,  9  ; 

scarlet  fever,  32  ;  erysipelas,  27  ;  puerperal  fever,  1  ;  membraneous  croup, 
7  ;  continued  fever,  1  ;  and  smallpox  2. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Only  one  death  occurred  from  this  cause,  32  cases  being 
notified ;  most  of  the  cases  were  imported.  In  the  month  of  November 
the  disease  threatened  to  assume  an  epidemic  form,  when  seven  cases  were 
notified,  five  in  one  street.  All  the  cases  had  to  be  treated  at  their  own 
homes,  the  provision  for  isolation  being  very  limited ;  and  no  disinfecting 
apparatus  being  available,  it  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  the  disease 
did  not  develop  more  formidable  proportions. 
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Enteric  Eever. — Subjoined  is  a  Table  giving  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
cases  : — 
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Traceable  o 
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[  Feb.  7 
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C 
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No 
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i 

5 
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No 
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1 

4 
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o 
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5 
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O 

No 
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ji 

6 
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No 
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Death 

7 
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No 
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No 
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Abbott-street 

No 
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No 

Damp  sub-soil.. 
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None 
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14 

July  11 
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No 
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15 

,,  21 
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No 
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from  privy  walls. 

»> 

16 
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>> 
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si 

,,  • . . 

18 

„  8 

i) 

99  •  •  • 

,,  ... 

if 

19 

„  12 

J  9  •  •  • 

ji 

ft  ••• 

a 

20 

„  12 

)j  ... 

it 

,,  ... 

a 

21 

„  20 
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No 

Damp  house  ... 

a 

22 
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Pioneer-street 
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lodged  in 
this  house. 
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a 

23 
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Webb-street 

No 
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a 

24 
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No 
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>y 
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No 
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a 

26 
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No 
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if 

27 

27 

Dickenson-street ... 

No 
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i 

ff 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  have 
been  distributed  over  the  whole  district.  In  September  the  disease  became 
of  an  epidemic  nature  in  Ramsbottom  Road  and  Penn  Street.  Subsequent 
to  the  first  case  notified  in  July  it  appears  probable  that  in  the  intervening 
period  to  the  outbreak  in  September,  the  prevalent  high  temperature  de¬ 
veloped  the  specific  poison  in  a  polluted  soil,  thus  attaining  a  greater  degree 
of  virulence.  All  precautions  were  put  in  force  to  baffle  the  outbreak ; 
special  pails  provided,  excreta  buried,  the  street,  privies,  yards,  drains  and 
ashpits  frequently  disinfected. 

On  account  of  the  great  accumulation  of  fcecal  matter  in  these  back 
streets,  I  recommended  the  converson  of  the  privies  into  w.c.’s,  which  has 
since  been  accomplished  in  a  large  number  of  instances. 

In  nearly  all  the  cases  except  those  of  doubtful  nature  and  obscure  origin, 
a  puiluted  sub-soil  was  an  insanitary  condition  observed.  The  paving  of 
all  back  streets,  and  the  adoption  of  the  water  carriage  system  wherever 
practicable,  will,  I  hope,  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  number  of  cases. 
In  no  instance  could  an  outbreak  be  traced  to  specific  contamination  of  water 
or  milk. 

Diptheria. — Nine  cases  notified  ;  in  one  outbreak  the  disease  was  con¬ 
tracted  in  Wales,  spreading  to  three  other  inmates  of  the  house.  Another 
case  was  caused  by  manure  emanations. 

Erysipelas  — 27  cases  notified,  with  two  deaths.  Exposure  to  cold  and 
wet  appear  to  have  been  the  chief  features  in  the  causation  of  this  complaint. 

Puerpural  Elver. — One  fatal  case,  the  result  of  a  chill. 

Membraneous  Croup. — Seven  cases  notified,  six  proving  fatal,  damp 
habitations  being  accountable  for  the  majority. 

Whooping  Cough. — Six  deaths,  due  to  the  dangerous  complications 
attending  this  malady, 

Measles  caused  19  deaths,  also  due  to  dangerous  complications.  During 
the  previous  year  we  had  not  a  single  death  from  this  complaint.  The 
disease  became  epidemic  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  not  being  notifi¬ 
able  the  number  of  cases  cannot  be  recorded. 

Diarrhoea  prevailed  during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September, 
when  the  weather  was  very  hot ;  eleven  deaths  occurred,  considerably 
augmenting  the  infantile  mortality, 

Smallpox. — Two  cases  occurred,  one  in  February,  the  other  in  March  ; 
the  first  was  distinctly  traced  to  contact  with  a  ease  at  Bolton  ;  the  second 
was  not  traceable  in  its  contagion.  Both  cases  were  promptly  isolated  in 
the  smallpox  hospital ;  both  households  and  the  people  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  were  re- vaccinated  ;  bedding  and  clothing  were  destroyed 
and  disinfected.  Both  cases  made  a  good  recovery,  and  there  was  no 
further  manifestation  of  the  disorder. 

During  the  month  of  February  I  inspected  the  whole  of  the  schools  in 
the  district.  I  found,  out  of  a  total  ol  1  872  children,  87  were  either  not 
vaccinated  at  all  or  shewed  very  slight  indications  of  the  operation  having 
been  performed. 

The  facilities  for  re-vaccination  were  not  taken  advantage  of  to  the  extent 
that  they  ought  to  have  been. 

Inspections. — Regular  and  special  inspections  were  made  of  the  dis¬ 
trict,  and  enquiries  conducted  in  all  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease,  special 
reports  and  recommendations  being  necessary  when  typhoid  fever  threatened 
to  become  epidemic 
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Cholera. — The  hospital  at  Red  Moss  was  kept  in  readiness  in  the  event 
of  an  outbreak  of  cholera,  but  fortunately  the  disease  did  not  appear  in  the 
district. 

Disinfection. — Houses  were  fever  existed  were  disinfected  by  ordinary 
means,  but  the  iong-talked-cf  disinfecting  apparatus  has  not  yet  appeared. 

Ovekcrowding. — One  case  reported  and  dealt  with. 

Drainage. — During  the  year  the  low  level  sewer  has  been  extended  in 
Crown  Lane,  Lostock  Lane,  Essex  Street,  and  Chorl  y  New  Road-  151 
houses  were  connected  to  Board’s  sewers,  77  gullies  were  fixed  and  slop- 
s'one  pipes  disconnected. 

Water  Supply. — The  long  dry  season  made  the  supply  much  smaller; 
by  careful  managemont  a  water  famine  was  averted. 

In  the  month  of  October  a  water  engineer  was  appointed  to  report  on 
a  scheme  for  a  further  supply  of  water  to  the  district. 

Scavenging. — This  is  carried  out  by  the  Board,  the  refuse  being  tipped 
on  Red  Moss  and  farmed.  7,162  closets  were  emptied  during  the  year,  215 
pails  and  ashtubs  emptied  weekly,  and  68  privies  were  converted  into  water 
closets. 

Slaughter-Houses. —Three  registered  slaughter-houses  inspected  on 
G2  occasions  and  found  clean  and  well  attended  to. 

Lodging-houses. — Four  registered  lodging-houses  visited  62  times — all 
found  satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops. — These  were  inspected  134 
times,  found  clean  and  well  kept.  None  of  the  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  could  be  traced  to  contaminated  milk  supply. 

Nuisances. — The  number  of  notices  served  amounted  to  51,  and  48 
abated.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  Two  old  pits  were  drained  and 
filled  up,  and  seven  back  yards  cleared  of  poultry  and  cotes. 

Two  smoke  nuisances  were  served  and  abated. 

» 

Six  houses  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  habitation  and  promptly  closed. 
Ten  back  yards  were  paved  or  flagged. 

Altogether  a  considerable  amount  of  routine  sanitary  work  has  been 
accomplished  ;  the  conversion  of  the  privies  into  water  closets  is  rapidly 
diminishing  the  number  of  complaints  of  foul  smelling  back  streets  and 
yards. 

The  paving  of  streets  and  back  streets  requires  pushing  on,  so  as  to  get 
clear  of  the  surface  water. 

The  ventilation  of  the  sewers  requires  attention  ;  a  largeynumber  of 
shafts  are  wanted. 

I  have  to  record  a  higher  death-rate  for  1893,  mainly  due  to  an  epidemic 
of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  to  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  intestinal  troubles  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  There  is  good 
ground  to  infer  that  the  coal  strike  had  an  effect  in  lowering  the  vital 
powers  of  the  population. 

The  establishment  of  an  isolation  hospital  for  smallpox  (and  in  emergency 
cholera  or  typnus)  is  a  step  towards  the  completion  of  our  sanitary  arma¬ 
ment,  but  we  have  no  accommodation  for  the  isolation  of  other  infectious 
diseases,  and  we  are  still  unprovided  with  a  disinfecting  apparatus. 

The  invasions  and  threatenings  of  cholera  on  our  shores  during  the  past 
two  years,  should  form  a  strong  reason  for  supplying  swimming  baths  for 
the  people.  The  necessity  of  cleanliness  as  a  means  of  maintaining  health 
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is  well  known,  and  personal  cleanliness  is  peculiarly  difficult  in  crowded 
dwellings. 

Swimming  baths  in  such  a  district  as  ours  would  be  of  the  highest  value 
to  health,  not  to  speak  of  the  physical  happiness  which  a  swimming  bath  is 
capable  of  giving  to  those  to  whom  the  means  of  such  healthy  enjoyment 
are  only  too  scanty. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Horwich,  GEORGE  H.  WHITAKER. 

January  20th,  1894, 
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